
 
 
The CLEAN WATER PARTNERSHIP – CANNON is a community-initiated group of concerned and motivated 
citizens committed to developing real solutions for the PFAS contamination in Curry and Roosevelt Counties and 
securing abundant supplies of clean water in order to preserve our health, economy and way of life. We support the 
Air Force’s presence in Eastern New Mexico and are working to improve the lives of all, both on and off the base. 

CLEAN WATER PARTNERSHIP – CANNON 
3608 N. Prince Street, Ste. 202 

Clovis, New Mexico 88101 
(575) 359-7233 

 

 
Via e-FOIA Transmittal and U.S. Mail 
17 November 2020 
Clovis, New Mexico 
 
Food and Drug Administration 
Division of Freedom of Information 
Office of the Executive Secretariat, OC  
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1035 
Rockville, MD 20857 
 

RE: FOIA Request concerning PFAS Research at FDA 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C.§ 552. On behalf of the Clean Water 
Partnership - Cannon (CWP-Cannon), I request that copies of the following documents be produced to 
CWP-Cannon within twenty (20) business days: 
 

1. Any and all information related to the investigation, development or production of a 
standard or the scientific determination of a standard for PFOA and/or PFOS in any food or 
beverage including raw agricultural commodities, including but not limited to the following: 

 
a. Drinking Water 
b. Corn 
c. Sorghum 
d. Wheat 
e. Soybeans 
f. Dairy Milk 
g. Other milk products 
h. Beef 
i. Pork 
j. Eggs and Poultry 
k. Lamb 
 
This list is not designed to be exhaustive, but rather suggestive of raw agricultural 
commodities for which a scientific standard may have been investigated or developed. 

 
2. Any and all communications with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Food & Drug 

Administration, the U.S. Department of Defense (or any Service branch thereof) or another 

CWP Cannon 
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federal agency concerning the establishment of a scientifically determined standard for 
PFOA and/or PFOS in drinking water, agricultural water or any raw agricultural commodity. 
  

As used in this FOIA request, the term PFOA refers to perfluorooctanoic acid or polyfluorooctanic acid 
and the term PFOS refers to perfluorooctanesulfonic acid  or polyfluorooctanesulfonic acid and each 
term refers to the entire family of manufactured perfluorochemicals (PFCs) and byproducts thereof used 
to make fluoropolymer coatings, AFFF (Aqueous Film-Forming Foam) products used in fire-fighting 
activities and other products that resist heat, oil, stains, grease, and water. 
 
On December 10, 2019, the President signed the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act incorporating 
Sec. 343 compelling the Department of Defense to purify not only drinking water but agricultural water. 
On August 4, 2020, the DoD responded (see attached letter from the DoD Assistant Secretary for 
Sustainment) with a policy statement that it would only treat agricultural water used in raw agricultural 
commodities and milk where the relevant agency had published a scientifically determined standard for 
PFOA and/or PFOS in the relevant commodity, as the EPA has done in regard to drinking water. The DoD 
did not explain the significance of the EPA’s methodology or reporting as to the drinking water standard 
announced in 2016; this request is to establish precisely what criteria were followed in the EPA’s 
investigation, and development of a rule pertaining to drinking water; as well as for any other products 
evaluated by the EPA for PFOA or PFOS.  
 
Please note that CWP-Cannon is a non-profit organization requesting this information in order to benefit 
the public interest by increasing understanding of the government’s operations and activities pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Accordingly, CWP-Cannon is entitled to a waiver of all costs associated with 
responding to this request. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this request, I may be contacted at (505) 316-4066.  

 
Thank you. 

 
Very sincerely yours, 

 
 

John B. Kern 
Executive Director 
 

Cc: Dr. Emilio Esteban 
 Chief Scientist, FSIS 
 emilio.esteban@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Enclosure as noted. 
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